Our completed outreach activies include (1) a display at the Texas State Capitol building, (2) workshops at the Expanding Your Horizons (EYH) In Science and Mathematics Conferences, and (3) a booth at 40 Acres Fest.

For our display at the state capitol, we had two goals: (1) to point out to the public that space exploration and space-related research has a direct impact on our everyday lives, providing benefits of which the vast majority of people aren’t aware, and (2) to convince the public that we should continue to support space-related research for just these reasons. Our display was entitled “How Expensive Is Space Exploration” and provided some ballpark figures for the space budget and space shuttle missions. But the main gist of the display was the focus on products that impact our everyday lives that are a direct result of space exploration and space-related research. The display was up for a week in April (see our website) inside the capitol building, near the House Appropriations office. Copies of the panels on the display and the Spinoff publication (handout) can be found in the corresponding folder on this CD.

The EYH workshops were unique in that they target middle-school-age girls to encourage them to maintain their interests in science, math, and technical fields, and to even try to convince them to pursue a career in a related field. The girls attend a day of hands-on workshops presented by women in their community who use math and/or science in their everyday careers, i.e. women who have careers in traditionally male-dominated fields. Our group presented four identical workshops (four different groups of girls) entitled “Mars, Here We Come!” where the girls learned about different aspects of designing a mission to Mars and the jobs involved. Copies of the materials (and video we shot during the classes) are available from our website.

We also set up a booth at 40 Acres Fest, which is a campus-wide fair, of sorts, designed to acquaint the university community (and general Austin community) with the student organizations and happenings on campus. On display we had some information about who we are, the NMB competition, our PSAs running in a loop on a laptop, the display we had in the capitol, and freebies such as TSGC/UT-Astronomy buttons, copies of the “How to Start Right In Astronomy” article (see link on this CD), back-issues of Stardate magazine, and UV detection beads that turn colors when exposed to UV radiation. Copies of most of these materials are on this CD.

Photos of all the events can be found at our website http://zircon.as.utexas.edu/~lis
Currently, our two PSAs, “Red Rover” and “Building Your Future” air on the University of Texas at Austin’s student-run television station, KVR-TV.

Still pending are the following:

· Press releases to local news media;

· Story in the Daily Texan;

· News spot in Astronomy magazine;

· Negotiating to air PSAs in a kiosk in the Visitor’s Center at McDonald Observatory in west Texas.
